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African Think Tanks:
sustainability and
Independence

Mohammed Al-Dabouli
An Egyptian researcher specializing in African Affairs

Political think tanks play a significant role in most
countries, assisting governments in making and promoting
public policies.

Africa has known the political think tanks phenomena
since the early twentieth century, especially South Africa
throughout the ruling of its dominant white minority. But
African countries didn't show great interest in the importance
of think tanks until the democratic transition period that
followed the end of the cold war.

Hence, the experiment of African think tanks can be
considered arelatively modern one, for that reason they have
faced many problems that have prevented its success and
sustainability, notably the legality of these centers as well as
the funding issues that is considered the biggest barrier to
their continuity and sustainability. Furthermore, think tanks
suffer from a lack of perception of the African ruling elites have
towards their role in formulating public policies.

Despite the fragility of the situation the African think
tanks suffer from, some of them achieved high rankings in the
Global Go To Think Tanks Index Report issued by the Lauder
Institute of the University of Pennsylvania which indicates the
success of some of these centers in asserting their research
and intellectual worthiness in formulating public policies in
Africa and guiding decision makers m
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